RESISTANCE

The Germans had achieved their purpose of doing away
with the greater part of the issue of tickets. That is the
reason why there are seldom any V's of used tickets on
the Metro now.

Many shopkeepers, if not a majority, showed their
opposition in a manner which was really original. In their
windows, by an apparently casual grouping of various
items, they made up the national colours which so offended
German eyes. A haberdasher would show ties; a jeweller,
brooches; a fancy-goods shop, dress-trimmings; a store,
tricoloured ribbon; and so on. During the Christmas and
New Year season confectioners and pastrycooks sold blue,
white, and red sweets in boxes tied up with tricolour ribbon.

Some of the disabled soldiers' associations placed on
the Unknown Soldier's tomb wreaths bearing a dispropor-
tionately broad ribbon in national colours. Up till recently
the statue of Clemenceau in the Avenue des Champs
Elysees, near "which German troops liked to be photo-
graphed, was decked with bunches of flowers each day,
all bound with blue, red, and white ribbons.

Wall-writing became so widespread that the Prefect of
Police issued an order compelling traders to clean off any
abusive messages scrawled on their shop-fronts. A special
squad was selected by the police to rub out, or scratch
off with pen-knives, similar writings across posters, The
large areas which had to be cut away by the police
provided ample evidence of wall-writing activities.

Under cover of darkness, some supporters of Free
France wrote in red-lead on the walls of a Paris church,
"Vive de Gaulle" The next day the verger had to scrape
off this subversive inscription. The work was done so
thoroughly that one can now read, cut in the stone, an
indelible "Vive de Gaulle"

Municipal workers, employed in street-cleaning, used
liquid tar to obliterate signs on the pavements.

The chief of the military administration in France issued
an order that clandestine writings coining into the posses-
sion of any person must be taken to the nearest French
or German police-station. In virtue of this, one of my

7*